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‘Many mor Vit
. said JJ.P. spokeswoman

Kathryn Blackwell.
spokesman Pat Hiatte

said a fourth Tine 1sn't assured,
““tfough that possibility will be

armer)e

ye

<N

Mlnes served by the joint rail
line have a com§1nelra_ permlttea
capacity of 440 million fons per

ear, said Larr

y Metzroth, vice
‘president of fuels adv1sory

services for Global Energy. De-
cisions. The Bou er, Colo.-

part o € study's_“capacity

modeling phase.”
“It would be premature to say

that next capacity piece would
bea fourth main,” he said.

The joint line runs 102 miles
north from where the U.P. and
BNSF lines intersect to near
Gillette, Wyo. BNSF also oper-
ates another rail line out of the

e

min

- based consulting company fore-. .
casts energy pricing and supply
Tanddemand. o ————

an an

Movmg as much coal
mmes are capable of Qroducmg
will require more rail capacity,

esai

If t_he railroads increase to
400 million tons or more a year, ¢

T re—assemided +hs

tudy of faxl capacxty
_  in the. Wyoming coal .
e egion could result in .

. the-addition of & fourth track

- cific Raﬂroam and . BNSF
. Rauway Co. "7

& outcome of a_stu ﬁ %

By Sucm HAMEL

WORLD-HERALD
STAFFWRITER

‘Ee enougn.
- The six-month study, joint-
ly commissioned by the Two
'r%im'a;rmmmms
and 18 expected to-be com-
plete- this- spring. The: ‘studg’ . *
will identify how to increase .
on to,.
"'500 million tons of coSI per-
“year.
~Tn'2009; the joint line was
affected several times by -
_ weather,. mainténance . and
** washouts, which: limited its:
“* " ability to-move coal. Mainte- :

nance Work increased after
“derail

to aline shared by Union Pa-

sideut and. Chief
, .amgs Young said :
‘ erview that -
tionk: 6f “a fourth:

" track cou a8s: S00N.
next hext year, depending: on. the-

~niles of double and triple track

Both . railroads announced ‘

2006 capital projects recently, . Metzroth said, “They are defi-

nitely going to have i 1ssues with

. including projects for their coal
routes outside the joint line. the triple-track system.”
pp——

Other parts of the railroads’
coal routes also will need atten-
tion, he said, including U.P.’s
line through western Nebraska
to Kansas City, Mo., and BNSF’s
line that runs through Nebraska
and on to St. Louis.

“They need more double- and

U.P. will spend $700 million to
$750 million on new capacity for
is year, compared with

$600 million to $700 million in
recent years, Young said.

BNSF will expand its Lincoln
railyard and )33 another 32

T gootfcd

triple-tracking in sections, need
more signals installed, and to
rehabilitate and expand their
yards,” he said. “There will be a
need to invest in the system out-
side of the Jomt line as well to
handle this i Increase in coal vol-

6 ume.” )
Ct y.‘slperqicc 4! €U\/Ud

to coal routes outside the §outh—

~ern Powder River Basin..
A e

Whew
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UNLIEELY POPULARITY: Montana Gov. Brian Sehweitzer, with Utah Republican Gov. Jon :
Hurilsrsioan J& in St Lake: City, dismisses speculrtion about his ecandidacy fora rnationagl office.
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.. BUTTE, Mont. — Just about
everywhere Gov. Brian Schyveil-
26t goes in Montana — or else-
where, for that matter — he
Biings along a dog, a black rock
and a srnall vial of clear nearly
ngrless fluid.

“«The dog is his z-yearﬁld bar-
dPr collie, Jag, an obedient, cam-
em—fnendly companion who
Lxelps fill out the down-home im-
age honed by the Democratic
governor, who wears jeans, bolo

tig d boots to most eve) :
The Tock is a lump of ecoal,

8 ahout 120 billion tons of which

sms ja nea e lonesome
) of eastern Montana. And
#the fluid is a synEEEtm fuel de-
o rived from the coal. i

says the gover
nor, 4 soils sclentlst who lived in
the Middle East for elghtyearsm
tbe 1980s, will be “the g‘reatest
boonboengmeeﬂng andtechnol-

since NASA was created",

the late 1950s. ‘With. Monim
. eoal, the U.S. could

: urly, joﬂy Schweitzer

could_mst aswell be selling snake
oil, to hear some of his crities tell
it. One environmental group dis-
misses - his promise . of earth-
friendly coal development this
way: “The term ‘clean coal’ is like
saying ‘safe cigarettes;’ ”

tided.
‘A Democrat inaoonservaﬂve

state that gave George W. Bush.
ggmiyﬁﬂ% of the vote in thelastv

ratings in one recent\
ent pon. Another pa

Montﬁhé %S Schweitzer g
for 2008. But hisfocus 5
now ison a campaign i
fér a eoal-basedt__fg_g o g
£
8
;5',
g

Nl
headed In g
whereas only 47% felt that way

-and teall ldnds of other inveit- f”\,i

the rignt JITevLrNs,
ahout the state’s econoImy.

Qehweitzer's success rankles
0P leaders here — “all hat and
o cattle,” one says of his show-
n;,znsh]p, a.nother calls him “a

1308e cannon.”

But it intrigues some Demo-
crats, who wonder whether
Schweitzer is the sort of red-
state national candidate who
could help the party break be-
yond the “blue zone” of electoral
votes that has kept it out of the
‘White House in the last two elec-
tions. (Democrats have won
along the West Coast, and in the
Northeast and Great Lakes re-
gion, but endured a virtual shut-
out in the South, the Great
“Plains and the Rocky Mountain
states.)

Schweitzer is one of several

' red-state Demucratm leaders
¥ who.may emerge as either presi--

dential or:vieg pmsxdential con-
tenders. Others include Mark R..

: warner, who just finished his

term—limrted four-year stint as

governor of Virginia with strong
approval ratings that helped his
lieutenant governor win the race
to succeed him, and Janet Na-
politano, Arizona’s governor. - . .

Democrats may well consider
someone.to “break the mold” on
their national ticket, said Ed
Sarpolus; a Michigan polister,
“There certainly is a feeling that,
they need someone who can
really relate to voters in that

. huge belt.of red.”

So far, Schweitzer certainly

Sehweitzer admits, industry
firms are not clamoring to buiid

_plants.

T “Everybody wants to be the
first one to build the second
plant” is how he optimistically
putsit.

Environmentalists also say
the process is‘a long way from
the Holy Grail of creating a fuel
whose climate-warming carbon
could be reliably stripped and
even-conceivably ‘pumped back
underground. Most coal-to-
liquid plants create huge poliy-
tloxlpmblems, they point out.

None of thls“%s the gover-
nor -from " - his - state’s

pro_duct,andh:sabmtytofocus ,

the  political -dialogue here on
“jobs and the-‘economy has gar-
» nered wide attention, from a
. CBS News “60 Minutes” segmient
‘on 'his: plans” to a prediction in.
Roll Call, a biblé for Capitol Hill
insiders, that would emerge

«zerwebsmeurginghimtomni’m

president.: He 'swears ‘he’ has '

pever met,or talked to the site’s
creators, bloggers from Arizons,
California - -and . - Marylarg.
Sﬂhweltzer is “the most intelli-
itician: I Eave

seems to have demonstrated one

natural politician’s gift: that of

+ “being able to frame the question.

N r ets asked
____}m,whether the war inIraqgor
gay marriage or abortion rights;
Jhe-somehow manages to point

o thax hesmdoflnsooalpmyam
- recentbr as his. plane’ bumped

glags Wuda s
§5E5 58948
S HEE 8 2
2E32= Gisl
BoBdg 2o
SSlalEE  ElR8|he
glglepls  SEEREE
Q)-ds
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Schweitzer concidés that the

. sumed annually In the U.S.

/ "Others sayﬁe could be a per:
fect vice presidential candicate,

“especially to add balance 0 a
ticket headed by, say, a senator
from the Northeast.

Schweitzer dismisses speru-
lation about his candidacy fur &

national office as. “kooky” and. .

; he says he’s :
crazy’ : wanttonvem

Formw hawever Schwmtzer

is sticking to Mom:ana, with.an’

oecasional mghting al a gaver~
W V3

Schweitzer particular,
seems to enjoy courting Republi-
cans — $0 much so that he even
selected one to be his running
“mate as leTitEnant governor:

TJohn Bohlinger, a ¢courtly, white-

galred former state senator fro:
who makes for an ente

~2ining SGeKick at gubErmATOR

_events.

Bohliriger, ‘who bears an ur

compared in looks to NBG
cal commentator Tim Ru;sp?gg
holds up to a crowy.
“How is this workin
Wi
l;wt?uld S8y quite well,” sg:.id lggﬁ
BT, 69, referring to their eross.
party - partnership, “Brians g
Y- gourteous guy. Very charm-
ing. He's really reached out. He

ksﬁens We’ve ha
bfthe mindshe I’&d”a rpalmeeung

projects (and; ﬁora time
+men) in the Middle Eastbt;g]f
re to life as 4 rancher in
of the

In his first bid f
fice'in 2000 he or POhtlcal of-

D.C.,.ora quick trip to campaign.  “beay
farafeﬂowpemrat{wtot

%

coal-to-fuel - plan mokes sense
¢conomically only if the world-

' : Weanngabolo tie.

Sehweitzer ‘noticed "a “man

'_b010 tles"
laughs, “next,

' ﬂungyonkmwhe'nbe
Democrats. votmg for
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